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The Unbreakable Child, a story about forgiving the unforgivable, is a riveting journey inside the
secretive underbelly of the St. Thomas / St. Vincent Orphan Asylum in rural Kentucky. It is the
first book in the United States to confront the institutionalized physical and emotional abuse
suffered by countless orphans at the hands of Catholic clergy over these last decades. It also
documents the historic United States lawsuit and first-ever settlement paid by Roman Catholic
nuns in the United States as recompense for decades of brutal institutional abuse of the author,
her sisters and 42 other children.





Ebook Library Reader, “AN IMPORTANT READ. I bought this for a friend for who was a resident
at thisorphanage for several years. She told me she knew it would bea difficult read for her. But
that it should be required readingfor every Catholic.”

AMO1234, “hard read. I enjoyed this book, which is hard to say. Because it was a difficult book to
read. It was fascinating and heartbreaking at the same time.”

Ann Carbine Best, “A Powerful Story; I Can't Praise It Enough. I first downloaded a sample of the
book to my Kindle. When it ended, I thought, Wow! I've got to finish this. So I bought it and
couldn't stop turning the pages. It was one of the most powerful reading experiences I've
recently had. Life and death. Goodness and evil. These are two of the great themes of literature,
and I found them in this memoir.In memoir, as in fiction, I look for lean, compelling prose,
dramatic scenes, credible dialogue, and vivid description. In the hands of a great writer, these
"tools" can be powerful. They are powerfully used by Kim Michele Richardson in The
Unbreakable Child. I am awed by her writing skills, and by her courage. As a memoir writer
myself, I know how difficult and painful it can be to dig into one's past, and yet Richardson does
it. She does it for her siblings and for the other children who suffered horrible mental, emotional,
and physical abuse. She gives voice to their pain, and I'm glad she did. I want to empathize with
those who struggle even if I'm not always in a position to help. I want to empathize, for in the
process I can become a more compassionate human being. I believe all of us need to know and
feel for those who suffer, and for those who inflict the damage. Often the latter are good people
who also need our help and concern. Sometimes good people do bad things. This is how I felt
when I read this book that was sometimes difficult to read as the abusive scenes were so vividly
dramatized.That Kim Michele Richardson survived and triumphed over her terrible childhood is
a testament to me of the human spirit. Her story is also a testament of the good people who step
into the battle, people such as her attorney William McMurry. He, too, fought for the orphans of
Thomas/St. Vincent Asylum in rural Kentucky. I can't praise him or Kim enough for speaking out. I
was also happy that she had a wonderful husband.The adult Kim's voice is eloquent.I can't
praise this memoir enough.”

Maggie Castlen, “Courageous. The author writes about the systematic abuse at the hands of
Catholic religious and a priest while basically imprisoned in a Catholic orphanage. Descriptions
of systemic silencing by the Vatican is at the heart of her story as they claim to represent Jesus
Christ our protector. It is poignant to me that Ms. Richardson after all she has endured in finding
her forever family depicts her nature towards forgiveness. All faithful Catholics and people of
goodwill should read this book. One of courage in the face of a despicable and in her words
“twisted catholic leaders.”



Penny Lane, “Excellent. I can't even begin to imagine ever being able to live through all you did
growing up and become a beautiful woman ,wife, mother, author and inspiration to all who read
this, with such grace !!!Thank you for sharing your story. I may forget many a book I've read, but
I won't ever forget your story and spirit!”

Clyde J., “Some people of faith wonder why many others reject religion. Read This!. Evil lived in
the relentless abuse of the young children at the very real Catholic Orphanage, in Kentucky. The
nuns, the so called brides of Christ, routinely behaved in a manner that was about as far from the
teachings of Jesus Christ as you could possibly be. Of course, the in house priest did more than
fondle the innocent babes, as well.How does an entire group of, supposedly, faithful people
(people who chose to serve God) turn into soulless, evil monsters?While this is a very
disturbing book, every parent or other guardian should read this true story, and then be vigilant.”

C. J. Edwards, “Difficult Read, but worth it. There are two things that upset me most 1)
mistreatment and abuse of children and 2) mistreatment and abuse of animals. These are the
innocents that should be protected and cared for. I discovered this book after finishing the
author's Sisters of Glass Ferry and decided to read it, even knowing the subject matter.
Everyone should read this book, if we have a hope of protecting children from such hideous
abuse. I cannot imagine what kind of people these nuns were to even think up some of the
punishments for the orphans left in their care. It was very hard to read and I commend Ms.
Richardson for sharing her story. I am glad that she was as strong as she is, and I'm thankful that
she found the right attorney. I watched an interview Mr. McMurry did nearly 15 years later and
could see how disturbed he was by the terrible treatment of the children in this orphanage. If I
met Ms. Richardson, I would give her a big hug for speaking out. I'm glad she forged ahead with
her own forever family and thank her for sharing one of the endearing expressions she and her
husband came up with, which was also in Sisters of Glass Ferry. It made me smile after all the
heinous events in this book.”

Big H, “Five Stars. Very good”

Germany, “Wichtig u. excellent. Wichtig u. excellent.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 930 people have provided feedback.
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